
Maroh 11, 1958 

Yuoh th&ks to you and %alph-- I oan always oount on you for mines 
of information. It wfll took up tfhe papers you mentiioned a8 soon as I get 
baok hom8 (f"m on a brief trip to Philadelphia). 

One point about methyl rsilfoonate (before 1 even look it up). I had 
the impression that compounds of thie type tended to pplymeriee very readilyt 
3 UQJfo --> (G-SlS,~.--) givPng products of rather high moleuular weight. 
Could thit have been true tfi your trial? Of uourse there is no particular 
reason to suppose that 81-c #14filrl link s are formed in frustule deposition, 
the e&era of ailicia acid befng the most plausible intermed&ates, if any. 

While we*reon the eubjeot, have you ever set up any enriohmente for other 
organisms that might use methyl eilioctnate for a aarbon source, or more geL%rallJ 
that might attaok polyelloxanea (-SiR+-)n ? As theee are uoming into 
more and more general use ftiulstrially one would want to know if there is 
any hope of thefr wastes returning to the general oiroulation, 

You asked about Medical Geneticrs, Thishasn't brought about any very drastio 
changes, though I have a little more to do with medical etudents. I still 
have a joint agyointmnt In both depafiments (henoe this stationery) and in 
every way-there Is no real separation. P&her is still a pojeot aseooiate in 
Qenaticsg she oould oall herself Yedloal Genetios at a momentdec notiue. 

For the time being, we are still 8nOConCed in the Genetios Bldg. However, 
plans are being drawn (in fast bids are about to be let) for a n&w resaaroh 
wing at the mediaal sohool, ad when this is eompletcad, we will move into some 
rather handsome quartereJ. 

Our reeearoh programs are pretty much along the eamegeneral lines as they 
have been; I did do Borne work on antibody production by single lymphoid oells 
while I was in Itelbourne, ati I may hsve some more work along these lines 
under way here (when a BY. Pakela arrives in a ooupleof monthsfor a postdoc. 
fellowship.) 

As ever 

Jo&ua Lederberg 


